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DearMMUSTCommunity,

In this issue, we bring you proceedings during the 14th

Multidisciplinary International Virtual Conferencewhich is

an annualevent in the Universitycalendar.

We also highlight the 6th UN Global Road Safety week

campaign, a biennial event that brings together

stakeholdersdrawn from Governments,NGOs,institutions

andother organizationsto raiseawarenesson road safety.

We join the MMUST security personnel in their meeting

with the KakamegaCounty Police as they discusson the

rising incidencesof insecurity in Kefinco, Koromatangi and

NyayoTeaZoneestates,where manystudents reside.

Finally,we bring you the launchof the Fourth Edition of the

FemaleJournalismMentorship Programmecourtesy of the

USEmbassy,Kenya.

We thank you for sendingyour stories to us. Weencourage

you to keepon doing soviapr@mmust.ac.ke.

mailto:pr@mmust.ac.ke


INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE

Prof. Edwin Wamukoya gives his welcoming remarks during the 
official opening of the Conference. 
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By Wangari Wambugu [mwangari@mmust.ac.ke]

Researchersfrom around the globe joined Masinde Muliro University of Science and
Technologyin marking its 14th Multi-disciplinaryInternational Virtual Conferencewhere they
deliberated on issuesthat are crucial in improving the standard of living in the society. The
Conference,whose theme was Ȭ)ÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÖÅTechnologyTransfer for UniversalHealth Care
(UHC),FoodSecurity,Affordable Housingand Manufacturing for Sustainable$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȭȟ
ran from 19th to 21st May,2021.

Speaking during the Conference, the Chief Guest, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of ICT,
Innovation and Youth Affairs, Hon. JosephMucheru, said that technology holds the answer
to developmentalchallenges. Ȱ4ÈÅGovernmentis at the forefront of promoting technology
by empowering the youth with skills and knowledge. Kenya is endowed with a mass of
innovative talents that need to be ÎÕÒÔÕÒÅÄȟȱhe stated, adding that the Ministry of ICTis
looking into supporting upcomingbusinessesand innovationsthrough funding.

TheCabinetSecretarypointed out that Kenyansare not doing very well as far aspatenting
their research works and their traditional knowledge is concerned. Ȱ,ÅÔus be keen on
commercializingresearchand I assureyou that ÙÏÕȭÌÌseeÒÅÔÕÒÎÓȟȱhe said.

Furthermore,Hon. Mucheru saidthat the Ministry of ICTis in the processof ensuringaccess
to internet connectivity acrossthe country usingthe UniversalServiceFund(USF).
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However, he noted that a major challengein
Kenyais lackof power in manyareas.

MMUST Chancellor, Dr. Peter Wanyaga
Muthoka, said that he would like to see the
University lead in research especially in the
areasof the Big 4 Agenda. Ȱ!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈthe Big
4 Agendashould be the preoccupation of all
Kenyans,Universitieshave the responsibility,
the manpower and the expertise to leap-frog
the country into high productivity and
excellence in all sectors, through ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟȱ
he said.

Dr. Muthoka urged the County Government
of Kakamega,under the leadership of H.E
Hon. Wycliffe Ambetsa Oparanya, to take
advantage of the proximity and research
expertise that MMUSThason offer and useit
to enhance programs and projects in the
County. Ȱ--534is a huge resource for this
County. Collaboration between the County
Government of Kakamega and MMUST in
various areas such as agro- processing,
engineering, disaster management, health
and environment, canyield great benefits for
the University, the community and the entire
nation.ȱ

Additionally, the Chancellor said that
Universities should lead in solving ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ
problems in order to remain relevant
especiallyin this era of Covid-19. Ȱ)am proud
to say that a big number of MMUST
researchers have been allocated funds for
their efforts in Covid-19 related ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÓȟȱ
he stated.

ȰThis ÙÅÁÒȭÓConference comes at a time
when the KenyanGovernmentis focusing on
the realization of the Big 4 Agenda, which
was meant to focus on the key basic needs
that are crucial in uplifting the standard of
living of Kenyans. As researchers,we have a
responsibility to transform the society and to
create a better world for future generations
by turning our ideas into ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙȟȱsaid the
Acting Vice Chancellor, Prof. Solomon
Shibairo.

Prof. SolomonShibairosaid that he was glad
that the Conference had provided scholars
with an opportunity to exchange research
findings from their various fields. Ȱ!ÐÐÌÙÉÎÇ
knowledge of different disciplines to solve
societalproblems is the way to go. If there is
one thing that the Covid-19 pandemic has
taught us, is that different sectors can
collaborate to confront humanitarian and
development challenges such us poverty,
unemploymentand food ÉÎÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȟȱhe said.

TheActing Deputy ViceChancellor(Planning,
Researchand Innovation), Rev. Prof. J.S.K.
Achoka, in her speech said that Universities
and ResearchInstitutions should take up the
mantle of conducting cutting-edge research
and coming up with innovations. Ȱ7Åcan do
this through proper knowledge transfer, to
ensure that we tackle the challenges our
countries ÆÁÃÅȟȱshe said, adding that
researchersshouldembracethe ȬÎÅ×ÎÏÒÍÁÌȭ
and take up the challenge through research
and innovation.

The Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor
(Academicsand Student Affairs), Prof. Peter
Odera, stated that the Conference was an
opportunity for all researchers to provide
suggestivesolutions that face humanity such
as the Covid-19pandemic. TheActing Deputy
ViceChancellor(Administration and Finance),
Prof. Charles Mutai, in his remarks
acknowledged the importance of the
Conference and further welcomed all the
participants.

The Director Research and Postgraduate
Support, Prof. Peter Bukhala,recognizedthe
participation of fourteen (14) GuestSpeakers
in the Conferenceand also pointed out that
there were about one hundred and ten (110)
presentations. Ȱ4ÈÉÓConferenceprovides a
forum for researchers,educators and other
stakeholders to present their findings in the
areasof the Big 4 Agenda. It servesthe best
interests of not only scholars and scientists
but also the regional and international
researchÓÅÃÔÏÒȟȱhe said.
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ROAD SAFETY

MMUST MARKS 6TH UN ROAD SAFETY WEEK

MMUST band leads the UN sensitization campaign walk.

By Dr. Lydia Anyonje [lanyonje@mmust.ac.ke] & Wangari Wambugu [mwangari@mmust.ac.ke] 

MasindeMuliro Universityof Scienceand Technologyon Thursday,20th May, 2021joined
the rest of the world in marking the 6th UNGlobalRoadSafetyWeek(UNGRSW). Thisis a
United Nations biennial global road safety campaign that brings together stakeholders
drawn from Governments,NGOs,institutions and other organizationsto raiseawareness
on road safety.

Flaggingoff the event, the Acting ViceChancellor,Prof. SolomonShibairo,urged MMUST
staff to stay true to the UN campaign by maintaining 30km/h speed limits within the
University premisesas well as the populated streets in the County and elsewhere. This
event was timely sinceit was markedat a time when the entire world is concernedabout
the rising numbers of road accidents especiallyin highly populated areas due to over
speedingby motorists.

In tandem with the current 5.ȭÓtheme, Ȭ3ÔÒÅÅÔÓfor Life #Love30ȭȟMMUSTheld a walk
within and outside the Universitycalling for 30 km/h default speedlimits in a bid to keep
the Universityaswell asthe Countysafefor both pedestriansandmotorists.

Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙyear, the world loses close to 1.35 million people, while 50 million others are
injured asa result of road accidents. In fact, eachday, 3400 deaths occur globally due to
high speeds on our ÒÏÁÄÓȟȱsaid the Director Performance Monitoring and Evaluation
(PME),Dr. JosephNasongo.

In Kenya, 3975 people die every year due to road accidents, while 11000injuries are
recorded at our hospitals. Thismeansthat the country is losing Kshs. 300 billion annually
which is a burden on the economy. According to the Coordinator PME,Mr. Henry Wati,
ȰÂÙApril this year,in Kenyaalone,1178peopledied asa result of road accidents.ȱ
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